
Primary Care Immunisation Update Webinar Series

Sep 2023: Influenza and COVID-19 Immunisation 
Programmes

Presenter: Pauline MacDonald

This webinar will be recorded. Recording will begin 

at the start of the webinar and end before the 

question and answer section. No delegate 

information will be visible on the recording.



Welcome to the webinar. This webinar will commence at the scheduled time.

Before then please take a moment to read through the tips below

• All delegate’s lines are muted throughout the presentation

• If you would like to ask a question please use the chat function 

• There will be an opportunity for questions at the end – you can unmute to ask your question

• This webinar will be recorded and made available on the national immunisation 

webpages.(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/immunisation-update-webinars-for-

primary-care-immunisers)  

• Recording will begin at the start of the webinar and end before the question and answer 

section. No delegate information will be visible on the recording.

• If you are having any technical problems please send a message to the host via the 

message function or email ImmsTraining@ukhsa.gov.uk
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Webinar Essentials

Today’s webinar

• Trainer is Pauline MacDonald

• 45 minutes Pauline talking with slides 

• 15 minutes for questions and answers from delegates

Access to slides

• Copy of slides will be emailed to delegates (following submission of evaluation)

• Underlined text on the slides are hyperlinks – click to go straight to the link

Following the webinar

• You will be emailed a link to an electronic evaluation (Select Survey)

• Your feedback is essential to support the development of the webinar series

• A certificate will be emailed once the evaluation is completed
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Primary Care Immunisation Update Webinar Series

Sep 2023: Influenza and COVID-19 Immunisation 
Programmes

Presenter: Pauline MacDonald



Learning outcomes

• Describe key changes to the influenza vaccination programme 2023/24

• Describe the currently announced arrangements for COVID-19 Autumn Booster 

programme

• Utilise UKHSA and NHS England resources to support the delivery of safe, effective 

and quality vaccination programmes

• Reflect on areas for further development within your own clinical workplace

This session is an update for currently practising trained and competent 
immunisers

Foundation immunisation training must be completed by all new immunisers 
(see slide next slide)
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Immunisation training publications
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UKHSA Flu immunisation training recommendations

Registered Healthcare 
Practitioners

HealthCare 
Support Workers

Nursing 
Associates

Immunisation Knowledge and 
Skills Competence 
Assessment Tool (22 Feb 22)

RCN HCSWs guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-immunisation-training-recommendations/flu-immunisation-training-recommendations-for-2020-to-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-minimum-standards-and-core-curriculum-for-immunisation-training-for-registered-healthcare-practitioners
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/464033/HCSW_Training_Standards_September_2015.pdf
https://www.rcn.org.uk/professional-development/publications/pub-007565
https://www.rcn.org.uk/professional-development/publications/immunisation-knowledge-and-skills-competence-assessment-tool-uk-pub-010-074
https://www.rcn.org.uk/-/media/royal-college-of-nursing/documents/publications/2019/april/007-441.pdf


Session Content – as at 18th Sep 2023

• Flu vaccination programme 2023/24

• Revision and highlighting changes to this year’s programme (compared to 2022/23)

• COVID-19 vaccination programme

• Autumn booster programme signposting to resources 

• COVID-19 training requirements

• Q&A, comments and contributions throughout (in chat box please)
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Influenza the virus

• Single-stranded, helically shaped RNA virus of the orthomyxovirus

family. 

• Frequent errors in RNA replication = multiple strains

• Four antigen types:

A, B, (C and D)

• Flu A – multiple strains (<1 million) - humans, birds and animals

• Flu B – humans and seals, two lineages (Victoria and Yamagata)

• All UK flu vaccine are quadrivalent vaccines – 2 x A and 2 x B strains
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Influenza the virus

Influenza

– Subtypes determined by  surface antigens 

Haemagglutinin & Neuraminidase

– 18 H subtypes & 11 N subtypes 

– Higher numbers in birds and animals (H5N8 

and H5N1 – birds)

– Humans only transmit:

• 3 H subtypes (H1, H2 & H3) - virus attachment 

to cells.

• 2 x N subtypes (N1 & N2) - virus penetration 

into cells.

• How we name the A viruses – H1N1 and H3N2

H

N
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• Transmitted by:

– Airborne droplets and aerosols

– Articles such as handkerchiefs contaminated by nasopharyngeal 

secretions.  

• Incubation 1-5 days

• Virus shed before symptoms and by asymptomatic people

• Virus shed once infected/symptomatic for 5-10 days (more in children)

• Symptoms: Fever, headache, myalgia, fatigue, cough, sore throat, 

stuffy nose, D&V 

• Complications: Otitis media, sinusitis, bronchitis, pneumonia, 

meningitis, sepsis and death

Influenza - Features
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Annual Flu Programme

• Annual flu programme 

gov.uk

• https://www.gov.uk/gover

nment/collections/annual

-flu-programme
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Programme delivery

• NHS England Letter dated 10th Aug 23 – “Autumn/Winter 2023-24 flu and COVID-19 
seasonal campaign”

• https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/autumn-winter-23-24-flu-and-covid-19-seasonal-campaign/

• “Flu and COVID-19 vaccines for adults commence in October”

• DHSC and UKHSA Press Release – 30 Aug 2023 – “Flu and COVID autumn vaccine 
programmes brought forward” 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/news/flu-and-covid-autumn-vaccine-programmes-brought-forward

• Vaccinations are now set to start on 11 September 2023 in England with adult care home residents 
and those most at risk to receive vaccines first

• “ precautionary measure” – due to variant BA.2.86

• 90% of current COVID cases is due to XBB variant 

• NHS England letter dated 30th August 2023

• https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/nhs-vaccination-response-to-urgent-ba2-86-risk-and-
changes-to-autumn-winter-2023-24-vaccination-delivery-programme/

• New timings and Financial support payment
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Eligible Groups
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• All over 65 year olds

• Over 6mths of age with:
• Chronic Resp

• Chronic Heart Disease

• Chronic kidney (stage 3, 4 & 5), 

• Chronic liver, neurological conditions, learning disability

• Diabetes.

• Immunosuppressed, asplenia, splenic dysfunction

• Pregnant women (ALL Trimesters) 

• Carers

• Close contacts of immunocompromised over 6 months of age

• Morbidly obese BMI >40

• Health and social care, and Hospice staff who do not get from their employer

• Children aged 2 and 3 years (via GPs)

• Children in school years Reception, and Years 1 – 11 (via school age immunisation service)

• At risk children by GP or SAIS

• AND anyone else a prescribing clinician considers in need
• Read Code 9OX4. Snomed 185903001 - ‘Needs influenza immunisation’

• Health and Social care staff as Occupational Health requirement



Flu vaccines for adults – 2023-24

14 UKHSA London Immunisation Update Webinar September 2023: Influenza and COVID

• Flu vaccine types:

• QIV – Quadrivalent Influenza Vaccine
• Four strains of virus 

• QIVc – QIV made in cells (licensed from age 2) (under 65s and at risk)
• No egg proteins in this vaccine

• QIVr – recombinant (licensed from age 18 years) (under 65s, at risk and over 65s)
• Insert the piece of DNA (which makes flu haemagglutinin) into another virus. That recombinant virus then infects insect 

cells which in turn make the haemagglutinins. Haemagglutinins harvested and place in the vaccine 
• 45 μg of each of four strains (high dose)

• No egg proteins in this vaccine

• aQIV – Adjuvanted QIV flu vaccine (licensed over 65s only)
• Adjuvant helps increase immune response

• Made in eggs

• QIVe – QIV made in eggs (only to be used when efforts to obtain other vaccines have been exhausted)
• Still the majority production method 
• Where possible UK moving away from egg-based vaccines due to egg adaptation of viruses inside eggs



Influenza Vaccines for Children - For 2022/23
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• Order from ALL flu vaccines for Children on  ImmForm

• Children aged two to less than 18 years of age in an at-risk group or eligible 
healthy children

• JCVI advises the influenza vaccines below in the following order of preference:

• live attenuated Influenza vaccine (LAIV) (licensed 2 -18 years)

• Quadrivalent influenza cell-culture vaccine (QIVc) (licensed from 2 years)

• Children in at risk groups aged 6 months to 2 years

• can be offered QIVc “off label” – is included in the PGD



https://www.gov.uk/governme
nt/publications/flu-vaccines-
for-the-current-season

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccines-for-the-current-season


https://www.gov.uk/go
vernment/publications/
which-flu-vaccine-
should-children-have

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/which-flu-vaccine-should-children-have


LAIV NHS Education for Scotland –
6mins 35 secs
https://vimeo.com/100908791
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Flu vaccines and co-administration with other 
vaccines 
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• Some changes since last year

• All flu vaccines can be given with PPV 23, shingles and COVID 
vaccines (no need for 7 day gaps)

• One vaccine per muscle is the ideal
• If two vaccines in one muscle – 2.5cm apart
• Note limb and position (upper or lower)

• For children - flu vaccine, including LAIV, can be given with 
MMR, and other childhood vaccines 

• Can give flu vaccine before or after or same time as any travel 
vaccines 



• None of the influenza vaccines should be given to those who have had: 
• confirmed anaphylactic reaction to a previous dose of the vaccine

• confirmed anaphylactic reaction to any component of the vaccine 

• The live attenuated flu vaccine (LAIV) should not be given to children who 
are:

• clinically severely immunodeficient due to conditions or immunosuppressive therapy:
• acute and chronic leukaemias

• Lymphoma

• HIV infection not on highly active antiretroviral therapy

• cellular immune deficiencies

• high dose corticosteroids

• receiving salicylate therapy 

• known to be pregnant (only applies to Fluenz Tetra) – therefore give QIVc

• Check PGD, SPC, Green Book Chapter on Flu and “Information for Healthcare 
Practitioners” for all contraindications

Contraindications to flu vaccines

UKHSA London Immunisation Update Webinar September 2023: Influenza and COVID20



Precautions to flu vaccines

• All immunisers must be fully conversant with the contraindications and 

precautions for each vaccine they are offering.

• For LAIV there are precautions around:

• Nasal congestion

• Asthmatic children

• Use of antivirals against flu

• Porcine gelatine content

• For egg containing vaccines advice regarding egg allergy and anaphylaxis to egg

• Know the ovalbumin content of the vaccine you are offering

• Chart of all available flu vaccines at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/influenza-

vaccines-marketed-in-the-uk
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Information for Healthcare Practitioners –
Flu vaccination Programme 2023-24

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-programme-
information-for-healthcare-practitioners - dated 18th August 2023

• Done as Q&A 

• Will answer operational questions

• Covers both child and adult programme

• No pdf version – just HTML 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/flu-vaccination-programme-information-for-healthcare-practitioners


Further info on Influenza

• Green Book Flu Chapter –Updated on 21st Sep 2022

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/influenza-the-green-
book-chapter-19

• Contraindications and precautions in PGD, SPC and “Information 
for Healthcare Practitioners” document

• Do an annual flu immunisation update each year pre-season

• Additional training 

• https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/ - 3 Flu modules

• Core Knowledge

• Inactivated flu vaccines

• Live flu vaccine
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Questions on Flu
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COVID-19 vaccination programme

The programme is being delivered under ‘emergency’ arrangements

It is not a routine immunisation programme

People trained to give COVID vaccines must have other training and 
competency sign off to give other vaccine programmes
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Obtaining advice and information

26
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• COVID-19 vaccination programme 
(UKHSA)

• https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/
covid-19-vaccination-programme

• Specialist Pharmacy Service
• https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/covid-19-

vaccines/

• NHS England Guidance
• https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/co

vid-19-vaccination-programme/

• Enhanced Service Specification for 1st Sep 
2023-31st March 2024 dated 5th Sep 23

• https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/enh
anced-service-es-specification-covid-19-
vaccination-programme-1-september-2023-
to-31-march-2024/

• For patients /public
• https://www.nhs.uk/CovidVaccine

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/covid-19-vaccination-programme
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/covid-19-vaccines/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccination-programme/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/enhanced-service-es-specification-covid-19-vaccination-programme-1-september-2023-to-31-march-2024/
https://www.nhs.uk/CovidVaccine


Information for Healthcare practitioners

• “COVID-19 vaccination Information for 
healthcare practitioners”

• Last published 9th May 2023

• Available 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publicatio
ns/covid-19-vaccination-programme-
guidance-for-healthcare-practitioners

• COVID-19 – Chapter 14a – Last updated 
4th September 2023

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publicatio
ns/covid-19-the-green-book-chapter-14a
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Autumn COVID Booster 2023 – JCVI eligible 
groups advice

• COVID-19 autumn 2023 vaccination programme: JCVI advice, 26 May 2023 -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

• Published 8th August 2023

• residents in a care home for older adults

• all adults aged 65 years and over

• persons aged 6 months to 64 years in a clinical risk group, as defined in tables 3 and 
4 of the COVID-19 chapter of the Green book

• frontline health and social care workers

• persons aged 12 to 64 years who are household contacts, as defined in the COVID 
Green book, of people with immunosuppression

• persons aged 16 to 64 years who are carers, as defined in the COVID Green book, 
and staff working in care homes for older adults
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JCVI advice COVID vaccines for autumn 2023

• JCVI statement on the COVID-19 vaccination programme for autumn 2023 -
update 7 July 2023

• Published 30 August 2023
• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-autumn-2023-vaccination-programme-jcvi-update-7-july-2023/jcvi-

statement-on-the-covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-autumn-2023-update-7-july-2023#vaccine-products-for-autumn-
2023-programme

• Advice for use in adults aged 75 years and over:
•Moderna mRNA (Spikevax) bivalent Original/Omicron BA.4-5 vaccine. Dose: 50 micrograms

•Moderna mRNA monovalent XBB vaccine (subject to licensure)

•Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA (Comirnaty) bivalent Original/Omicron BA.4-5 vaccine. Dose: 30 

micrograms

•Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA monovalent XBB vaccine (subject to licensure)

•Sanofi/GSK AS03-adjuvanted monovalent beta variant (VidPrevtyn Beta) booster vaccine 

authorised for adults. Dose: 5 micrograms (spike protein)
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JCVI COVID vaccine advice (cont)

• Advised for use in adults aged 18 to 74 years:
• Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA (Comirnaty) bivalent Original/Omicron BA.4-5 vaccine. Dose: 30 

micrograms 
• Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA monovalent XBB vaccine (subject to licensure) 
• Moderna mRNA (Spikevax) bivalent Original/Omicron BA.4-5 vaccine. Dose: 50 

micrograms 
• Moderna mRNA monovalent XBB vaccine (subject to licensure)

• Advised for use in people aged 12 to 17 years:
• Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA (Comirnaty) bivalent Original/Omicron BA.4-5 vaccine. Dose: 30 

micrograms
• Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA monovalent XBB vaccine (subject to licensure)

• Advised for use in people aged 5 to 11 years: 
• Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA monovalent XBB vaccine paediatric formulation (subject to 

licensure)

• Advised for use in people aged 6 months to 4 years:
• Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA monovalent XBB vaccine infant formulation (subject to licensure)
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Other documents

• National protocol for COVID-19 vaccine (adults)
• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-protocol-for-covid-19-vaccine-adults

• Patient Group Direction (adults)
• https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/publication/patient-group-direction-covid-19-vaccine-

adults/

Comirnaty® Original/Omicron BA.4-5 (15/15 micrograms)/dose

VidPrevtyn Beta®

Spikevax® bivalent Original/Omicron BA.4-5 (50 micrograms/50 
micrograms)/ml
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COVID-19 vaccination training requirements 

• COVID-19: vaccinator training recommendations 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccinator-training-
recommendations

• COVID-19 vaccination e-learning for health modules https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/

• Likely new modules for vaccines containing the XBB variant of SARS-Cov-2 
virus

• “COVID-19 vaccinator competency assessment tool”

• Last published 20th October 2022

• Available COVID-19: vaccinator competency assessment tool - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

UKHSA London Immunisation Update Webinar September 2023: Influenza and COVID

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccinator-training-recommendations
https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccinator-competency-assessment-tool


Questions on Influenza 
and COVID-19 
Vaccination Programmes

UKHSA London Immunisation Update Webinar September 2023: Influenza and COVID33



After the webinar, please remember to:

• Complete the evaluation (link being emailed to you today)

• Print/save the certificate (emailed to you once the survey is complete)

• Use the prompts to capture your reflections on the certificate

• Look out for the slides and Q&A content (being emailed to you)

• Book for future webinars

34

If you need to contact the webinar team, please email: ImmsTraining@ukhsa.gov.uk
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Immunisation and health protection advice (London) 

35

North West London HPT 

UK Health Security Agency

61 Colindale Avenue

London NW9 5EQ

Email:

phe.nwl@nhs.net

Telephone

03003030450

Out of hours advice:

03003030450

North East and North Central

London HPT 

UK Health Security Agency

10 South Colonnade, London, 

E14 5EA 

Email:

necl.team@ukhsa.gov.uk

phe.nenclhpt@nhs.net

Telephone

03003030450

Out of hours advice:

03003030450

South London HPT 

UK Health Security Agency

10 South Colonnade, London, 

E14 5EA

Email:

slhpt@ukhsa.gov.uk

phe.slhpt@nhs.net

Telephone

03003030450

Out of hours advice:

03003030450

NHS E London Immunisation Clinical Advice Response Service (ICARS) for Immunisation queries 

from primary care. Email: london.immunisationqueriescars@nhs.net
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Primary care 

immunisation update 

webinar series

2023

Vaccine ordering, storage & 

handling

Incomplete immunisation 

schedules

Vaccination of individuals with 

underlying medical conditions 

Vaccine administration – best 

practice

Child and adolescent 

immunisation update

Addressing concerns around 

vaccines – supporting acceptance 

Influenza and Covid-19

Shingles and pneumococcal 

(adult) vaccines

Adverse events following 

immunisation 

Current Issues vaccine schedule 

changes. Session to be confirmed

March to July September to 

December

36 UKHSA London Immunisation Update Webinar September 2023: Influenza and COVID



37

Webinar Series - booking
Date Start time Link to register

September Influenza and COVID - 45 minute session plus 15 mins Q&A

1 05/09/2023 09:30 https://Sept23-Webinar1-InfluenzaAndCOVID.eventbrite.co.uk?aff=oddtdtcreator

2 05/09/2023 14:00 https://Sept23-Webinar2-InfluenzaAndCOVID.eventbrite.co.uk?aff=oddtdtcreator

3 19/09/2023 14:00 https://Sept23-Webinar2-InfluenzaAndCOVID.eventbrite.co.uk?aff=oddtdtcreator

October Shingles and pneumococcal (adult) vaccines

1 03/10/2023 09:30 https://Oct23-Webinar1-ShinglesAndPneumococcalAdultVaccines.eventbrite.co.uk?aff=oddtdtcreator

2 03/10/2023 13:00 https://Oct23-Webinar2-ShinglesAndPneumococcalAdultVaccines.eventbrite.co.uk?aff=oddtdtcreator

3 12/10/2023 09:30 https://Oct23-Webinar3-ShinglesAndPneumococcalAdultVaccines.eventbrite.co.uk?aff=oddtdtcreator

November Adverse events following immunisation

1 09/11/2023 09:30 https://Nov23-Webinar1-AdverseEventsFollowingImmunisation.eventbrite.co.uk?aff=oddtdtcreator

2 28/11/2023 09:30 https://Nov23-Webinar2-AdverseEventsFollowingImmunisation.eventbrite.co.uk?aff=oddtdtcreator

3 28/11/2023 14:00 https://Nov23-Webinar3-AdverseEventsFollowingImmunisation.eventbrite.co.uk?aff=oddtdtcreator
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